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To my youngest son, Daimon, who inspired all
the best parts of these characters. Thanks for
helping with ideas, inventing good names, and
reading my rough drafts.
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September:

Dave Cures Eric’s
Fear Of Dancing
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#1:
Beware the back-toschool dance.

When the school bell rang at 3:15, the new grade
six teacher at Lord Nelson Elementary jumped
up and shouted, “Hallelujah!” He attacked the
wall calendar with a black marker, destroying
Friday, September 8th. “One week down, only
thirty-five to go! Get moving, boys and girls!”
Mr. Papadakis had an old man’s name, a young
man’s body, and an even younger man’s mind.
On the upside, he played in a punk rock band and
knew that “5K8” was pronounced “skate.” On
the downside, he texted during class time and his
favourite saying was “Sucks to be you.”
In the back row of desks, Dave Davidson
struggled to fit two binders, one lunch box,
7
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September: Dave Cures Eric’s Fear Of Dancing
two library books, an agenda, a water bottle, a
Frisbee, and a sweatshirt into his school bag. “I
miss Ms. Samson,” he sighed.
“Me too,” Eric Leung said from the desk
beside him, as he hurriedly slipped sixty-four
coloured pencils into individual compartments
of his art box.
Ms. Samson’s friendly voice drifted out of
the grade five classroom across the hall, saying,
“Take your time, boys and girls. Make sure you
have everything you need for the weekend.”
At the front of their own classroom, Mr.
Papadakis clapped and shouted, “Yo, just stuff
your things in your packs and go.”
Vanessa Raymond turned in her chair to
face Dave and Eric. “You guys are holding up
the whole class,” she hissed.
“Yeah,” Robbie Templeton grunted from
the next seat. He scowled and huffed, creating
a breeze for his fashionable bangs to flutter in.
Whenever Vanessa said anything, Robbie said,
“Yeah.”
“Chop, chop, people! Out the door, please!”
Mr. Papadakis shouted, bouncing on his toes.
“Tell your parents my band is playing at the
8
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#1: Beware the back-to-school dance
Sugar Shack tonight. And don’t leave without
these!” He shoved an orange sheet of paper
into each student’s hand as they filed into the
hallway.
“You’re advertising your punk band to sixth
graders?” exclaimed Taz Santos. He put his
hands on his hips and puffed out his chest to
better display his No Bullies T-shirt. Taz had
passed the five-foot-two mark this month and
he was determined to use his tall-guy powers to
fight inappropriateness wherever it was found.
Mr. Papadakis waved the stack of papers and
laughed. “What, this? No, this is some school
thing. See you Monday!” he shouted, nudging
them down the hall.
Dave had no room in his school bag — or
his life — for another piece of paper. He read
the page as he walked to
the bus zone with Eric and
Taz. “Back-to-school dance?”
he exclaimed. “Why would
we dance about being back
in school?”
Claire Leblanc ran
past him, waving her own
9
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September: Dave Cures Eric’s Fear Of Dancing
orange dance announcement.
Her long, dark hair bounced
off her shoulders and sparkled in the sunlight. She
joined Vanessa and Robbie
at the front of the bus line. The girls
snapped their fingers and swung their hips, giggling and singing, while Robbie admired them.
Claire looked over and caught Dave’s eye. She
waved and smiled sweetly. “A dance might not
be so bad,” he said.
Eric pointed to his red Converse sneakers
and said, “These shoes don’t dance.”
Taz nodded. “School dances are hotbeds
for bullying. The girls will wear high heels and
treat us like babies. The grade eights will corner
us in the washroom and steal our drink
money. The parents will tell horror
stories about sex and drugs in middle
school. Why not just invite us to a public
humiliation? Why even call it a dance?”
Nicolas Talwar rushed over just as the
buses pulled in, with his backpack slung
over one shoulder and his soccer cleats
dangling from the strap. He grabbed Dave by
10
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#1: Beware the back-to-school dance
both shoulders and pleaded, “Can your mom
take us to the dance? Mine works on Fridays.
Please say yes. Please!” He looked at the bus line
and shouted, “Claire! Awesome dance moves!”
Dave tried to play it cool, but somehow he
found himself nodding and shouting, “Yeah,
yeah, you’re really good.”
“Dream on,” Vanessa snapped.
“Yeah!” Robbie shouted.
Claire opened her mouth to speak, but
Vanessa shoved her onto the bus before she
could say a word.
Nicolas’s house was three stops before
Dave’s, so by the time Dave settled into
his room, Nicolas had already posted on
the Lord Nelson Grade Six
Facebook page, So excited about
the dance! Underneath his
status was a tiny picture of
Claire and the comment, Me
too!
Dave immediately called Eric. “You never
know — a dance might be fun.”
“Actually, you always know, and it won’t be
fun,” Eric said.
11
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September: Dave Cures Eric’s Fear Of Dancing
“It might make us stand
out from the crowd,” Dave
argued.
“You bet it would. Have
you seen me dance?”
Dave had not seen Eric
dance. But he’d seen hundreds of
other people dance on the talent show he
watched every week. And he’d seen himself
dance in front of the mirror almost every single
day of his life. “Let’s just try it,” he said.
“No way. I have an incubating fear of
dances.”
“Incubating?” Dave repeated. “What’s it
going to be when it hatches?”
“Maybe that’s the wrong word,” Eric admitted. “But I’m not going.”
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